Due to my amazing skills when it comes to recording Tuesday night classes, we are unable to post this past week’s Confirmation Class.  While I visually managed to record the class, I forgot to turn on the Camera’s microphone, so there is no sound with the recording.  

Mr. Sullivan has kindly turned his talk into some brief notes.  Please look them over and try to reflect on the questions he poses for us all to consider.  

Because I am so late in posting this on the website, you do not have to turn this reflection in until Tuesday, October 8th.

Thanks for your patience and know of our parish’s prayers!

Peace,

Fr. Dustin

Scripture and Tradition

Class 5 notes from Tuesday, Oct. 4th

Questions to Consider
-What is a tradition?

-What are some of the traditions that you have?

-What makes them special?

Tradition is something that is generally handed down from one group of people to another. It has a special meaning to it and it is often done with some regularity. A tradition can be an action, style of clothing or even a way of speaking.

There can be two identical actions; one is a tradition and one is not. Why? Because one of those actions has a special meaning to it, the other does not. This makes it a tradition.

Our Church is full of tradition

Questions to Consider
-What traditions does the Catholic Church have?

-What makes it a tradition?

-Do these traditions ever change?

Some traditions that the church has are sacraments, the mass, what we wear to church, churches, and the Bible.

Holy Scripture is considered a tradition because the Word of God has been passed down for thousands of years now. We read it constantly and, as it is the Divinely inspired Word, it has a lot of meaning to it. 

In order for it to stay a tradition and keep its sacredness, though, we cannot read it just for the sake of reading it. It is so easy to sit through mass and not pay attention to a word that was said or to say prayers without even thinking. When we do these things we remove the specialness about the Word. 

The best part about traditions, though, is that they are always growing and changing. Traditions might seem the same every time we do them, but we always approach them as new and different people. Think about a tradition you have – every time you do that tradition again you come to it with new life experiences and things on your mind. You might remember the last time you did it. 

This is very similar with how we read Scripture. Unlike other churches that believe the Bible is literal and nothing more, we have the great gift of being able to interpret Scripture and allow it to speak to us on a very individual level. Every time we read the Word we come to it with new life experiences. This is why two people can read the same passage and think different things about it. It’s why you can read the same passage twice and have it affect you differently each time!

So how does this all apply to confirmation? 

Because as a confirmed Catholic it will be your responsibility to continue this Tradition. You are being given the chance to hear, think and talk about various different things in the Church that you will have to one day pass alone to the next generation of the Church. You have a great responsibility to not only pass along this tradition, but in a way that will foster its growth!

