April 2011

Dear St. Monica Parishioners and Friends,

I have tremendously enjoyed my role as the Director of Youth Ministry for St. Monica Parish over the last eleven years.  It has been an honor and a privilege to help parishioners in Grades 7-12 grow in their Catholic identity and deepen their relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  After much prayer and discernment, I feel called by the Holy Spirit to explore new avenues with which to use my God-given gifts and talents.  Thus, I will be moving on from my role in the Youth Ministry Office, and from the St. Monica Pastoral Staff, effective June 30, 2011.

I am very grateful to Fr. Todd and Fr. Paul, our present and previous pastors, for their years of support, guidance and encouragement, as I have grown in my roles as a Youth Minister and as a Catholic family man.  It is my sincerest wish that you all welcome with open arms the new Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries, whoever that may be. I will, of course, continue to keep our parish youth in my thoughts and prayers.  There are many excellent church leaders RIGHT NOW amongst our high school and junior high teens!  Please support them prayerfully and financially in their ongoing spiritual and leadership development.  I expect to see many of you, my fellow parishioners, in the future, as I plan to be an active volunteer at St. Monica for years to come.  Please also keep my family and me in your prayers as we discern where God is next calling me in ministry.

May God bless us all during this time of transition.  Thank you so much, from the bottom of my heart, for making me always feel welcomed and appreciated for who I am and for what I have done for our parish.  With our strategic plan firmly in place, our young people are in excellent hands as they move more deeply into the life, mission and work of the Catholic Church here at St. Monica Parish.

In God’s Peace,

Joe Connelly

